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Current Senate Co-Sponsors

Sen. Chang-Diaz, Sonia
Sen. Comerford, Joanne
Sen. Cyr, Julian 
Sen. DiDomenico, Sal
Sen. Diana DiZoglio
Sen. Eldridge, James
Sen. Feeney, Paul
Sen. Gobi, Anne 
Sen. Gomez, Adam
Sen. Hinds, Adam 
Sen. Jehlen, Patricia 
Sen. Keenan, John
Sen. Lesser, Eric 

Sen. Lewis, Jason
Sen. Rausch, Rebecca 

Current House Co-Sponsors

  
Rep. Arciero, James (2nd Middlesex)
Rep. Ashe, Brian (2nd Hampden)
Rep. Balser, Ruth (12th Middlesex)
Rep. Barber, Christine (34th Middlesex)
Rep. Barrett III, John (1st Berkshire)
Rep. Blais, Natalie (1st Franklin)
Rep. Capano, Peter (11th Essex)
Rep. Carey, Dan (2nd Hampshire)
Rep. Ciccolo, Michelle (15th Middlesex)
Rep. Connolly, Mike (26th Middlesex)
Rep. Coppinger, Edward - (10th Suffolk)
Rep. Devers, Marcos (16th Essex)
Rep. Diggs, Kip - (2nd Barnstable)
Rep. Doherty, Carol - (3rd Bristol) 
Rep. Domb, Mindy (3rd Hampshire)
Rep. Donahue, Daniel (16th Worcester)
Rep. DuBois, Michelle - 10th Plymouth
Rep. Duffy, Patricia (5th Hampden)
Rep. Elugardo, Nika - (15th Suffolk) 
Rep. Farley-Bouvier, Tricia (3rd Berkshire)
Rep. Fernandes, Dylan (Barnstable, Dukes)
Rep. Garballey, Sean (23rd Middlesex)
Rep. Garlick, Denise (13th Norfolk)
Rep. Gentile, Carmine (13th Middlesex)
Rep. González, Carlos (10th Hampden)
Rep. Gouveia, Tami (14th Middlesex)
Rep. Hawkins, James (2nd Bristol)
Rep. Higgins, Natalie (4th Worcester)

Rep. Honan, Kevin (17th Suffolk)
Rep. Howard, Vanna (17th Middlesex)
Rep. Kearney, Patrick Joseph (4th Plymouth)
Rep. Kushmerek, Michael - (3rd Worcester) 
Rep. LeBoeuf, David (17th Worcester)
Rep. Lewis, Jack Patrick (7th Middlesex)
Rep. Linsky, David Paul (5th Middlesex)
Rep. Livingstone, Jay (8th Suffolk)
Rep. Madaro, Adrian (1st Suffolk)
Rep. Malia, Elizabeth (11th Suffolk)
Rep. Mark, Paul (2nd Berkshire)
Rep. Minicucci, Christina (14th Essex)
Rep. Miranda, Liz - 5th Suffolk
Rep. Murray, Brian - 10th Worcester  
Rep. Nguyen, Tram (18th Essex)
Rep. O'Day, James (14th Worcester)
Rep. Oliveira, Jacob (7th Hampden)
Rep. Owens, Steve (29th Middlesex)
Rep. Pignatelli, Smitty (4th Berkshire)
Rep. Ramos, Orlando (9th Hampden)
Rep. Robinson, Maria (6th Middlesex) 
Rep. Rogers, David - (24th Middlesex) 
Rep. Ryan, Daniel (2nd Suffolk)
Rep. Sabadosa, Lindsay (1st Hampshire)
Rep. Santiago, Jon (9th Suffolk)
Rep. Sena, Danillo (37th Middlesex)
Rep. Stanley, Thomas (9th Middlesex)
Rep. Tyler, Chynah (7th Suffolk)
Rep. Ultrino, Steven (33rd Middlesex)
Rep. Uyterhoeven, Erika (27th Middlesex)
Rep. Vargas, Andres - (3rd Essex) 
Rep. Vitolo, Tommy (15th Norfolk)
Rep. Williams, Bud (11th Hampden)

The quarterly newsletter of MassCare

4 MassCare / www.masscare.org / 617-297-8011 / info@masscare.org

Take Action for State Medicare for All!
The Massachusetts Medicare for All 
Act - H.1267 and S.766 - would create 
a single-payer system in the state of 
Massachusetts, guaranting equitable 
health care access for every resident 
of the Commonwealth. 

If you don't see your Senator or your 
Representative listed as co-sponsors 
below, make sure to call and email 
them and ask them to cosponsor these 
bills. Contact info can be found on 
www.masscare.org. By Jon Weissman

An Act Establishing Medicare for All in Massachusetts had 
its virtual public hearing before the Joint Committee on 
Health Care Financing (JCHCF) on October 26 from 11AM 
until almost 2PM.  While there were five other bills being 
heard - the theme was Alternative Health Care Financing 
Models - all but two who testified spoke in support of our 
bill.  No one spoke against.

Our hard work organizing paid off; the day of the hearing, 
our bill had 74 cosponsors - the most we have ever had - all 
the more impressive given the difficulties of both reaching 
legislators and organizing constituents during a pandem-
ic. We racked up more victories shortly thereafter; right 
after the hearing, Committee member Rep. Kip Diggs (2nd 
Barnstable) cosponsored the bill. Soon after, Rep. Ed Copping-
er (10th Suffolk) also signed on.  

A majority of this committee - 12 out of 20 members - have 
now cosponsored the Medicare for All Act!  We’re currently or-
ganizing delegations to meet with these committee members, 

The 2021 Medicare for All Hearing

For the last 5 years, I’ve watched Mass-
Care get by with part-time staff, or none 
at all; during the height of the pandemic, 
our community organizer was working 
only 8 hours. I’m thrilled that the board 
has budgeted to hire me for 30 hours 
a week as Executive Director so that 
Mass-Care can significantly expand the 
state campaign for single payer! 

Through my college years and beyond, 
I had either no or very poor healthcare 
access. I was healthy except for my 
asthma - without medication, my breath-
ing is hard, every day. At 25 I moved 
to Tokyo, discovered public universal 

healthcare, and got angry, realizing what 
I had been denied. 

In Japan, I was set for life; I’d never 
again worry about losing my healthcare. 
But much of my family and many friends 
were back in the US, so I returned and 
jumped right into single-payer activism.  

From 2015 until this November, I served 
as Communications Director for Health-
care-NOW, the national Medicare for All 
organization, where I worked with activ-
ists from all over the country who were 
organizing in very different political con-
texts - with different resources, capaci-

ties, and challenges. I’m hoping to bring 
my knowledge of single payer organizing 
around the country and use what I’ve 
learned here in Massachusetts. 

Although professionally I’ve been locat-
ed in the national movement, my start in 
single-payer organizing - almost 10 years 
ago - began at Mass-Care, as a sum-
mer intern. I’ve been a member of the 
organization ever since; in 2019, I joined 
the board. For the past year, I’ve served 
as Eastern Co-Chair. 

I was working a full-time job at Health-
care-NOW, but I took the reduction 

Greetings from Our New Executive Director 
By Stephanie Nakajima
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Eastern Mass
ACTON/CONCORD: Three Rivers Progressive Mass.

 � Contact: Kim Connors: trag@progressivemass.com

BOSTON: Jamaica Plain Progressives

 � Contact Bruce Fleischer: brucefleischer75@gmail.com

BLUE HILLS: Our Revolution Blue Hills

 � Contact Kate Shore: Kinashore@verizon.net

MALDEN: Our Revolution Malden

 � Contact Mats: mats.holmqvist.boston@gmail.com

SOUTH SHORE: South Shore Medicare For All

 � Contact Heather Clark: heather@rodley.com

CAPE COD: Cape Cod Coalition for Universal Healthcare

 � Contact Bonnie Shepard: bonnie.shepard@gmail.com 

Join Your Local Hub

Don't see a hub near you? 
Help start one! Contact director@masscare.org to find out 
how you can connect an existing organization to Mass-Care, 
or start a new one . 

Western Mass
WESTERN MASS MEDICARE FOR ALL

 � Contact Jon Weissman: info@wmmedicareforall.org

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Franklin County Continuing the 
Political Revolution, Single Payer Task Force

 � Contact Judy Atkins: judithga@comcast.net

HILLTOWNS: Hilltown Medicare for All Advocacy Group

 � Contact Larry Cervelli: ridgetoprambler@outlook.com
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who will need to show deep commit-
ment to push Leadership to hold a vote 
and move this bill out of committee. 

Testifying in support of the Medicare 
for All Act were patients and patients’ 
family members, nurses, doctors, union 
leaders, businessfolk, legislators, and 
more.  They included:

 � UMass Professor Gerald Fried-
man presenting an economic 
analysis;

 � Massachusetts Nurses Associ-
ation President Katie Murphy 
on why nurses fight for their 
patients;

 � Massachusetts Teacher Associa-
tion Vice President Max Page on 
why teachers and students need 
Medicare for All;

 � Bryan Healey, CTO and co-found-
er of Aiera (a Boston IT company 

and Mass-Care Coalition Mem-
ber) and CPA Lyn Newkirk on the 
business impacts of private health 
insurance;

 � our legislative leaders: Senators 
Jamie Eldridge and Adam Gomez, 
and Representatives Lindsay 
Sabadosa and Denise Garlick. 

Patient testimony was especially pow-
erful, if sometimes difficult to hear. 
“It was hard to listen to the hardships 
people had to endure to get health 
care or to have it delayed, especially 
the mother who had to have her son 
arrested in order to get him health 
care,” said Mass-Care Board Member 
Alice Swift.

In addition to oral testifiers, folks 
across the state wrote letters to their 
editors (LTEs), called their legislators, 
submitted written testimony, tuned in 
to the hearing, and spread the word 
on social media. 

This hearing did not come together by 

accident; much outreach and prepa-
ration went into making the day a 
success. Mass-Care’s Hearing Prep 
committee recruited speakers from 
our Board, coalition members, hubs, 
and experts like Prof. Friedman. 

Thank you to Healthcare-NOW for 
working with testifiers to craft and 
sharpen their 2-minute story, and 
thanks also to Western Mass. Medi-
care for All for organizing the LTE 
work.

And thank you to all our members for 
the many ways in which you sup-
ported this hearing. In addition to 
pressuring legislators, many of you 
volunteered your time and talents or 
donated to keep Mass-Care going.

If you’re interested in getting involved 
in the committee delegations, sending-
written testimony to the committee, or 
want to see clips of the hearing, please 
visit www.masscare.org/2021hearing/. 
MC

in hours necessary to lead the state 
campaign because I believe in Mass-
Care’s strategy and vision - that the 
only way we’ll pass Medicare for All in 
Massachusetts, whether it's through the 
legislature or at the ballot, is if we have 
deep and unshakable commitment from 
a crucial percentage of Commonwealth 
residents. This means building a grass-
roots movement in every district that is 
well-inoculated from industry attacks. 
It means having enough committed 
activists who are willing to put boots on 
the ground to knock every door when the 
opposition throws the kitchen sink at us 
and whittles down our support. 

My focus in 2022 will be to onboard new 
hub leaders and organizers, connect 
with new coalition partners and deepen 
relationships with existing allies, expand 
our volunteer base, and accelerate our 
fundraising so we can carry out this 
essential work of building political power 

for Medicare for All in Massachusetts. 

I live in Dorchester with my Danish 
husband and two Danish cats, immanent 
advocates of single payer who cheer 
me on from home every day. Locally I’m 
active in the Boston DSA healthcare 
working group, where we’re organizing 

in the district represented by Sen. Cindy 
Friedman, who chairs the Joint Commit-
tee on Health Care Financing. 

Enough about me - I want to hear from 
you! Let’s strategize about how to orga-
nize in your area. Email me at director@
masscare.org. MC

Legislative Hearing… from page 1

Greetings from Our New … from page 1

By Alan Meyers

Many fantastic speakers 
made MassCare’s 2021 Gala, 
held online Nov. 6, a success! 
Sen. Jamie Eldridge point-
ed out how the pandemic 
has highlighted the failings 
of our private for-profit 
insurance system. Sen. 
Adam Gomez shared his 
personal challenges having 
to choose between his own 
medications and feeding his 
young family. Rep. Denise 
Garlick, a nurse, began 
working on single-payer 
in 1990, when the shift to 
“managed care” began, caus-
ing rolling layoffs of nurses 
across the state, realizing 
“this isn’t about care, this is 
about management”. U.S. 
Rep. Jim McGovern, Chair 
of the House Rules Com-
mittee, decried the fact that 

most of the casework in his 
office deals with constitu-
ents' problems with health 
insurance coverage: “it’s a 
moral outrage”. Katie Mur-
phy, President of the Mass 
Nurses Association said “we 
see the damage done at bed-
side when profits are more 
important than patients” 
and noted 
that Medi-
care for 
All would 
represent 
a major 
advance 
for union 
workers, 
since 
“unions 
have trad-
ed wages 
and other 
benefits 
for health 

insurance,” a view echoed by 
Max Page, Vice-President of 
the Mass Teachers Associ-
ation. Ben Day, Executive 
Director of Healthcare-NOW, 
emphasized that however we 
get to Medicare for All – a 
national bill, a state bill, or a 
state referendum - the focus 
must be on building grass-

roots capacity: building orga-
nizing Hubs district-by-dis-
trict across the state. New 
resources to help with hub 
building are being developed, 
including a Municipal Reso-
lutions Toolkit - stay tuned! 

Support this work: give at 
masscare.org/donate MC

Annual Gala: A Celebration of Our Work
By Dave Cohen

"Shall the Representative from this District be instructed 
to vote for legislation to create a single-payer system of 
universal health care, that would provide all Massachu-
setts residents with comprehensive health care coverage 
including the freedom to choose doctors and other health 
care professionals, facilities, and services and that would 
eliminate the role of insurance companies in healthcare by 
creating a publicly-administered insurance trust fund?" 

2022 Medicare for All Ballot Questions 

By Judy Atkins 

Franklin County Continuing the 
Political Revolution is educating 
municipalities about how much 
money they would save if Medicare 
for All became law in Massachusetts, 
a project started in 2018. FCCPR 
member Ferd Wulkan did the math 
and brought these figures to the Town 
of Montague Board of Selectmen. 

After a short discussion with the 
board and the attending townspeople, 
the chair of the select board suggested 
a town sponsored public forum to go 
into more detail on the bill. 

Ann Ferguson, a member from Lev-
erett, requested the figures from her 
town from the previous fiscal year. 
After doing the math, she presented 
the savings to the Board of Select-

men. As a result, the Leveret Board is 
scheduling time on their next agen-
da to review the figures and decide 
whether to endorse Medicare for All 
and send the results to the Health 
Care Financing Committee.

Your hub or organization can do this, 
too! The formula is available at www.
masscare.org. MC

 Organizing Cities & Towns with Math

In 2018 voters in 6 State Representative District over-
whelmingly approved this non-binding ballot question. The 
result was that all the State Reps. in those Districts 
signed on to support the Medicare for All bill in the 
legislature.

In 2022 Mass-Care will be striving to put this question on 
the ballot in as many State Rep. districts as we can find 
volunteers. Signature collecting will begin in late April; 
only 200 signatures per district are needed. Stay tuned! MC


