
We are hitting the ground at supermarkets, farmer's markets, 
festivals, and town squares to get Medicare for All on the 
ballot from the Berkshires to the South Shore. For a State 
Representative district, 200 certified signatures of registered, 
in-district voters is the threshold for getting on the ballot. 

The ballot question reads: 

"Shall the Representative from this District be 
instructed to vote for legislation to create a single 
payer system of universal health care that provides 
all Massachusetts residents with comprehensive 
health care coverage including the freedom to choose 
doctors and other health care professionals, facili-
ties, and services, and eliminates the role of insur-
ance companies in health care by creating an insur-
ance trust fund that is publicly administered?”

Constituents of House Speaker Ron Mariano and at least two 
dozen other Representatives will get a chance to tell their 
electeds: we want Medicare for All. 

The ballot question is a powerful organizing tactic that gives 
us an opportunity to:

 � let constituents know their Rep/Senator is NOT a 
cosponsor and help them take action - or, if their Rep is a 
cosponsor, helps rally constituents behind their legisla-
tor's support

 � bring more people into our organizations and the Medi-
care for All movement

 � educate the district about Medicare for All, and the 
potential to pass M4A in the state

 � demonstrate that M4A has wide support in the district 

We’ve already had one victory since starting the campaign: 
Sarah Peake of 4th Barnstable just cosponsored in mid-May. 
Check the back of this newsletter for a full list of current 

Volunteers collect signatures across the state 
(top, L-R): Brenna and Sarah in East Boston; 
Jared in South Shore; FCCPR in Greenfield; Dee 
in Malden (bottom).
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Maria Idalí Torres is Mass-Care’s 12th 
Hampden District Leader for Mass-Care’s 
2022 ballot question campaign. She is 
leading the team of volunteers in the 
district to collect the signatures required 
to get Medicare for All and Act on Mass’s 
question on the ballot. 

Mass-Care: Where and when did you 
canvass?

Maria Idalí Torres: I canvass in the 
12th Hampden District – represented by 
Angelo Puppolo, who is not a supporter 
of Medicare for all. We have met with him 
twice; he was very cordial and he said 
he’d think about it. Over thirty members of 
the local Democratic committee sup-
port the bill, and sent him messages of 
support. We have since called his office, 
spoken with his assistant, but he has not 
responded.  
 
I have canvassed in Springfield (53% of 
district), Wilbraham (35% of the district’s 
population), Monson, and East Longmead-
ow, at supermarkets (Big Y, Stop & Shop) 
and at town meetings and elections. I 
team with my husband. Supermarkets 
seem most successful in reaching large 
numbers of people. The supermarkets 
didn’t allow me to use a table to display 
education materials, so I just use a 
clipboard. Access to the entrance of the 
supermarket depends on the manager of 
the day; some managers say I can’t be 
close to the entrance, others encourage 
me to move closer for safety.

MC: How did you approach passersby?

MIT: I greet the person and tell them 
that I’m collecting signatures for two 
non-binding questions supporting Medi-
care for all and for publishing legislators’ 
votes on the website of the state legisla-
tor. I tell people that they don’t have to be 
a supporter of Medicare for all, they are 
signing the petition to have the option to 
vote yes or no on the question.

MC: Of the people who responded to your 
approach, were most supportive?

MIT: Many are more familiar with the con-
cepts of Medicare for all than the concept 

of transpar-
ency. Most 
who engaged were supportive – maybe 
two-thirds of those who stopped. Many 
do not engage at all, but of those who 
stop, the majority are supportive. Those 
who are not supportive of Medicare for all 
may sign the transparency petition.

I have collected 378 signatures for 
Medicare for all and 310 for transparency. 
I seem to be most successful with older 
women, women my age.

MC: We’re there any negative responses? 
People expressing opposition to M4A?

MIT: A few have said “we don’t want 
socialized medicine”.

MC: Were there any people who wanted 
more information? Or wanted to engage 
in a discussion?

MIT: Yes, some want more information; 
some report they don’t understand the 
issue, so I give them material to read.

MC: How does it feel to canvass – is it a 
positive experience? What do you like 
about canvassing?

MIT: I do feel positive about it. I like the 
experience of meeting people who are 
strangers who hold the same values as 
me. That’s very gratifying – people who 

feel we need Medicare for all. When I 
see people with children, I may empha-
size that I want to build a foundation for 
children. The most gratifying moments are 
when I find people who support Medi-
care for all. I don’t otherwise get to meet 
strangers who share my values.

MC: Any advice for canvassers?

MIT: I try to learn about the community 
before beginning – e.g. where would 
be the best place in the community to 
canvass? Every ward in Springfield has 
a Democratic committee chair, I contact 
them to find out if there are Democratic 
committee meetings, and where do their 
constituents shop? 

I have met with a member of the Medi-
care for all committee in Wilbraham who 
was recovering from a mild stroke, she 
couldn’t come out to canvass with me, 
but she gave me a list of friends whom 
I could contact to get their signatures. 
Utilize relationships and networks; go 
to markets; follow local people’s advice. 
Malls may not be the best sites due to 
many people shopping there being from 
out of the district. I made a poster with 
the target precinct and its streets and 
point to it to ask people if they live in the 
district. Zip codes and landmarks are also 
useful. MC

District Spotlight: Canvassing in Springfield 

District Leader Idalí Torres, far left, with her team
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House and Senate cosponsors. 

Act on Mass, the leading advocacy 
group on state house transparency, is 
also running a ballot campaign, and 
we’re collaborating with them to collect 
signatures in our districts. Every team 
doing either the single payer ballot 
question or the Act on Mass question 
has the option to include the other 
while canvassing.

This collaboration is essential to our 
work as single payer activists. Not 
only is Mass-Care fully on board with 
confronting the anti-democratic status 
quo of our State House, but also it will 
be near impossible to win any trans-
formative reforms (including Medicare 
for All!) without transparency reform, 
including making committee votes pub-
lic. Currently, only representatives who 
vote “no” in House committee votes are 
named publicly. Members who vote yes, 
or abstain from voting, are kept secret. 

Act on Mass is fighting to make all leg-
islators’ votes public and are gathering 
signatures for the following question: 

"Shall the representative for this 
district be instructed to vote in favor 
of changes to the applicable House 
of Representative rules to make each 
legislator’s vote in that body's Legis-
lative committees publicly available 
on the Legislature's website?"

After two years of lockdown, it’s been 
great to get back out there and doing 
some in-person, community activism. 
You can still join this campaign - new 
shifts are announced each week to our 
e-mail list. MC

Ballot Question… from page 1

By Jon Weissman

The Massachusetts Medicare for All bill explicitly covers abortion, as well 
as all other reproductive healthcare services, including prenatal, perinatal 
and maternity care, family planning, and fertility care. 

Passing the Act would be a major step towards true reproductive freedom 
for residents of the Commonwealth. While abortion is legal in Massachu-
setts up to 24 weeks of pregnancy - and beyond that in certain cases - ac-
cess is still inequitable as some patients seeking an abortion are uninsured 
or face high deductibles or co-pays for abortion care, which can cost up to 
$6,000 out-of-pocket.

Mass-Care strongly maintains that abortion is health care and a basic 
human right. The rights to maintain bodily autonomy, as well as to have 
children or not have children, are basic human rights. MC

Massachusetts Can Do 
Better on Abortion

Vera collects signatures in 
Medford.



Current Senate Co-Sponsors

Sen. Chang-Diaz, Sonia
Sen. Comerford, Joanne
Sen. Cyr, Julian 
Sen. DiDomenico, Sal
Sen. Diana DiZoglio
Sen. Eldridge, James
Sen. Feeney, Paul
Sen. Gobi, Anne 
Sen. Gomez, Adam
Sen. Hinds, Adam 
Sen. Jehlen, Patricia 
Sen. Keenan, John
Sen. Lesser, Eric 

Sen. Lewis, Jason
Sen. Rausch, Rebecca 

Current House Co-Sponsors

Rep. Arciero, James (2nd Middlesex)
Rep. Ashe, Brian (2nd Hampden)
Rep. Balser, Ruth (12th Middlesex)
Rep. Barber, Christine (34th Middlesex)
Rep. Barrett III, John (1st Berkshire)
Rep. Blais, Natalie (1st Franklin)
Rep. Capano, Peter (11th Essex)
Rep. Carey, Dan (2nd Hampshire)
Rep. Ciccolo, Michelle (15th Middlesex)
Rep. Connolly, Mike (26th Middlesex)
Rep. Coppinger, Edward - (10th Suffolk)
Rep. Devers, Marcos (16th Essex)
Rep. Diggs, Kip - (2nd Barnstable)
Rep. Doherty, Carol - (3rd Bristol) 
Rep. Domb, Mindy (3rd Hampshire)
Rep. Donahue, Daniel (16th Worcester)
Rep. DuBois, Michelle - 10th Plymouth
Rep. Duffy, Patricia (5th Hampden)
Rep. Elugardo, Nika - (15th Suffolk) 
Rep. Farley-Bouvier, Tricia (3rd Berkshire)
Rep. Fernandes, Dylan (Barnstable, Dukes)
Rep. Garballey, Sean (23rd Middlesex)
Rep. Garlick, Denise (13th Norfolk)
Rep. Gentile, Carmine (13th Middlesex)
Rep. González, Carlos (10th Hampden)
Rep. Gouveia, Tami (14th Middlesex)
Rep. Hawkins, James (2nd Bristol)
Rep. Higgins, Natalie (4th Worcester)

Rep. Honan, Kevin (17th Suffolk)
Rep. Howard, Vanna (17th Middlesex)
Rep. Kearney, Patrick Joseph (4th Plymouth)
Rep. Kushmerek, Michael - (3rd Worcester) 
Rep. LeBoeuf, David (17th Worcester)
Rep. Lewis, Jack Patrick (7th Middlesex)
Rep. Linsky, David Paul (5th Middlesex)
Rep. Livingstone, Jay (8th Suffolk)
Rep. Madaro, Adrian (1st Suffolk)
Rep. Malia, Elizabeth (11th Suffolk)
Rep. Mark, Paul (2nd Berkshire)
Rep. Minicucci, Christina (14th Essex)
Rep. Miranda, Liz - 5th Suffolk
Rep. Murray, Brian - 10th Worcester  
Rep. Nguyen, Tram (18th Essex)
Rep. O'Day, James (14th Worcester)
Rep. Oliveira, Jacob (7th Hampden)
Rep. Owens, Steve (29th Middlesex)
Rep. Peake, Sarah (4th Barnstable)
Rep. Pignatelli, Smitty (4th Berkshire)
Rep. Ramos, Orlando (9th Hampden)
Rep. Robinson, Maria (6th Middlesex) 
Rep. Rogers, David - (24th Middlesex) 
Rep. Ryan, Daniel (2nd Suffolk)
Rep. Sabadosa, Lindsay (1st Hampshire)
Rep. Santiago, Jon (9th Suffolk)
Rep. Sena, Danillo (37th Middlesex)
Rep. Stanley, Thomas (9th Middlesex)
Rep. Tyler, Chynah (7th Suffolk)
Rep. Ultrino, Steven (33rd Middlesex)
Rep. Uyterhoeven, Erika (27th Middlesex)
Rep. Vargas, Andres - (3rd Essex) 
Rep. Vitolo, Tommy (15th Norfolk)
Rep. Williams, Bud (11th Hampden)
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Take Action for State Medicare for All!
The Massachusetts Medicare for All 
Act - H.1267 and S.766 - would create 
a single-payer system in the state of 
Massachusetts, guaranting equitable 
health care access for every resident 
of the Commonwealth. 

If you don't see your Senator or your 
Representative listed as co-sponsors 
below, make sure to call and email 
them and ask them to cosponsor these 
bills. Contact info can be found on 
www.masscare.org. 

Eastern Mass
ACTON/CONCORD: Three Rivers Progressive Mass.

 � Contact: Kim Connors: trag@progressivemass.com

BOSTON: Jamaica Plain Progressives

 � Contact Bruce Fleischer: brucefleischer75@gmail.com

BLUE HILLS: Our Revolution Blue Hills

 � Contact Kate Shore: Kinashore@verizon.net

MALDEN: Our Revolution Malden

 � Contact Mats: mats.holmqvist.boston@gmail.com

SOUTH SHORE: South Shore Medicare For All

 � Contact Heather Clark: heather@rodley.com

CAPE COD: Cape Cod Coalition for Universal Healthcare

 � Contact Bonnie Shepard: bonnie.shepard@gmail.com 

Join Your Local Hub

Don't see a hub near you? 
Help start one! Contact director@masscare.org to find out 
how you can connect an existing organization to Mass-Care, 
or start a new one. 

Western Mass
WESTERN MASS MEDICARE FOR ALL

 � Contact Jon Weissman: info@wmmedicareforall.org

FRANKLIN COUNTY: Franklin County Continuing the Polit-
ical Revolution, Single Payer Task Force

 � Contact Judy Atkins: judithga@comcast.net

HILLTOWNS: Hilltown Medicare for All Advocacy Group

 � Contact Larry Cervelli: ridgetoprambler@outlook.com


